1062 Worthington Ridge 

1770 

Cherryfields 

George Porter built house in 1770 

In 1802-1816 sold to Rev. Evan Johns 

In 1816 Sold to Dr William Meigs Hand (1788-1820) & 
Susan Stocking 

In 1823 sold to Dr Josiah Meigs Ward (1782-1825) died 
in spotted fever epidemic & Belinda Carter (1782-1814) 
& 24 wife Mary Peck (1782-1853) 

Later David Sage, Upson, Galpin families. Federal 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


The George Porter House, 1062 Worthington Ridge, c. 1770. Dr. Josiah Meigs 
Ward, a prominent resident was its most notable occupant. Trained by Dr. James 
Percival (father of the poet and State geologist, James Gates Percival). He died in 
the spotted fever epidemic of 1825 at age 43. During the 1880s-1890s, it was 
owned by Berlin Iron Bridge Company vice president, Burr Kellog Fields. Fields 
was one of a number of Berlin Bridge Company executives who settled on 
Worthington Ridge at the time. During the 19" century, the house was also 
known as “Cherryfields”. Architecturally, it is one of the few high-styled 
buildings in Berlin that pre-dates the Greek Revival style. Built on a central-hall 
plan, it retains numerous elaborate federal details, including a portico and 
fanlight. Its early origins are indicated by surviving 12-over-12 sash and the 
projecting plain board window frames on the second floor. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


David Sage House: The house at 1062 Worthington Ridge 

in Berlin is known as the David Sage House in 

the nomination for the Worthington Ridge Historic District. It 
is also known as the George Porter House. Built c. 1770, it 
has elaborate Georgian detailing on its front facade. 
Among its residents were Dr. Josiah Meigs Ward. In 1825, 
Berlin suffered an epidemic of the Spotted Fever. As 
related in Catharine M. North’s History of Berlin (1916): Dr. 
Josiah M. Ward was then in his prime, and he had sixty cases of the typhoid on his hands. Day and 
night he rode and visited his patients until he was so exhausted that he would sleep anywhere, even 
on horseback. Parson Graves and his family in Westfield were all down with the fever, and it was 
while in attendance there that Dr. Ward fell asleep on the steps of the church opposite the house. He 
awoke in a chill—the precursor of the fever, from which in his worn condition he could not rally. He 
died August 25, 1823, at the age of forty-three. Mrs. Ward and three of their children took the fever. 
One morning the clock struck eight and the children did not come down to breakfast. Diadema, a half 
sister, went to the chamber and said, “It is late, you must get up.” She lifted the little Samuel, four 
years old, and carried him down the stairs, in her arms. On the way he spat on the floor, and 
Diadema reproved him. The children were never allowed to do such a thing as that in the house. 


In was the beginning of the sickness. In twenty-four hours the child was dead. Mary was sick two 
days and died. Laura’s fever ran two or three weeks and she recovered. The mother was restored to 
health after a second attack of the disease. |n the late nineteenth century, the house was owned 
by Burr Kellog Fields (1856-1898), a civil engineer who graduated from the Sheffield Scientific 
School of Yale University in 1877. According to his obituary in the Proceedings of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, Vol. XXIV, No. 8 (October 1898): in 1886 Mr. Field accepted an 
appointment as Assistant Engineer of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company of East Berlin, CT. His 
advancement with this company was very rapid, and at the time of his death he occupied the 
important position of Vice-President, having full charge of the making of all contracts. During Mr. 
Field’s connection with this company its business was much extended, and its products introduced 
into all parts of the world. In achieving this Mr. Field had no small part, and his death has been a 
severe loss, not only to the company, but also to his associates. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide #061a | 
1780-90 current owner: Fred Upson 
Worthington Ridge faces east across from Fuller 
Tavern 
Wood building, peak roof, 1 end brick chimney, 
two stories and a half, 9 window front, 
paired 12 over 12 sash, cut stone foundation 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 223 


1800 Cherryfields/ Dr Ward — current owner: Thomas & Carolyn Zacheo Federal 


The historical significance of the Dr. Ward place is based on its 
association with a number of prominent Berlin figures. The house was 
probably built by George Porter c. 1770. In 1802, Porter sold it to 
Reverend Evan Johns, minister of the Second Congregational Church from 
1802-1811. In 1816, Johns sold it to Dr. William Meigs Hand. In 1823, 
after Dr. Hand's death, his house and practice were sold to Dr. Josiah 
Meigs Ward. Dr. Ward, trained by Dr. James Percival (father of the poet 
James Percival) died in the spotted feaver epidemic of 1825 at age 

43 and the house subsequently passed through the Sage, Upson and Galpin 
families. In the 1880s and 1890s it was owned by Berlin Iron Bridge 
Company Vice President Burr Kellog Fields, one of a number of Bridge 
Company executives who settled on Worthington Ridge at the time. 

During the 19th century, the house was also known as "Cherryfields." 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1773. ~current owner: Thomas & Kim Reed 


Genealogy 
George Porter built house in 1770 
May have married Sally Burritt in 1802 
In 1802-1816 owned by Rev, Evan Johns 
In 1816 Sold to Dr William Meigs Hand (1788-1820) & Susan Stocking 


1823 sold to Dr Josiah Meigs Ward (1782-1825) son of Ambrose Ward & Lois Meifgs, died in spotted 
fever epidemic & Belinda Cater (1782-1814). They had children: Deidamia, Aiden, Daniel, Frederick, 
Belinda. In 1815 he married 2™ to Mary Peck (1782-1853) daughter of Amos Peck & Anna Scofield. They 
had children: Alexander, Laura, Williams, Mary. Peck (1782-1853) daughter of Amos Peck & Anna 
Scoville. They had children: Alexander, Laura, Williams, Mary, Daniel. They are buried in Ledge 
Cemetery. 


Then David Sage, Upson, and Galpin families 


Burr Kellogg Fields (1856-1898) son of Frances Fields & Francis Burr, Sheffied School of Yale, Vice 
President Berlin lron Bridge, & Juanita Bourland (1856-1919). They had children Juanita and Elizabeth. 
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Cherryfields, Dr. Ward Place 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


PHOTO SOURCES 


°| COMPILED BY 


17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Ward place has a five-bay front with a central entry. The entry 
has a heavy paneled door, ‘krownstone steps, and a semi-circular fan 
light with festoons and a central sunburst in cast-lead. The entry 
portico rests on fluted Doric columns with matching pilasters and its 
shallow-pitched, open pediment is topped by a pulvinated frieze and a 
denticulate cornice with a partial return. First-floor windows have 
molded sills. Window caps show a pulvinated frieze below a molded cor- 
nice with dentils. Old 12-over-12 sash predominates. Second-floor 
windows have projecting plain-board frames with molded sills. Paneled 
corner pilasters rise to a molded cornice with-blocky dentils and a 
partial return at the eaves. The right elevation has two l-story 
Colonial Revival bays topped by balustrates; the left has a side entry 
with a glazed transom and a denticulate cornice. A gabled (continued) 
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FOQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


The historical significance of the Dr. Ward place is based on its 
association with a number of prominent Berlin figures. The house was 
probably built by George Porter c. 1770. In 1802, Porter sold it to 
Reverend Evan Johns, minister of the Second Congregational Church from 
1802-1811. In 1816, Johns sold it to Dr. William Meigs Hand. In 1823, 
after Dr. Hand's death, his house and practice were sold to Dr. Josiah 
Meigs Ward. Dr. Ward, trained by Dr. James Percival (father of the poet 
James Percival) died in the spotted feaver epidemic of 1825 at age 

43 and the house subsequently passed through the Sage, Upson and Galpin 
families. In the 1880s and 1890s it was owned by Berlin Iron Bridge 
Company Vice President Burr Kellog Fields, one of a number of Bridge 
Company executives who settled on Worthington Ridge at the time. 

During the 19th century, the house was also known as "Cherryfields." 


(continued) 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
Colonial Dames — 


Cherryfields, Dr. Ward Place 


17. (continued) : 


rear extension has a two-story Tuscan-columned porch. 


9. (continued) : 


Architecturally, the Dr. Ward Place is important as one of the 

relatively few high-styled buildings in Berlin that pre-dates the 

Greek Revival style. Built on a central-hall plan, the Ward place 
retains numerous elaborate federal details, including the portico, the 
fanlight with cast-lead decorations and the first floor window treat- 
ments, which feature a classical entablature and denticulate caps. Its 
early origins are indicated by the surviving 12-over-12 sash and the pro- 
jecting plain board window frames on the second floor. 
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"Oherryfields", built at 1062 Worthington Ridge, is an early example of the elegance 


of détatl and proportion usually seen in similar. central-hall houses built efter 


thé Révolution. 


